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PREFACE OF 
THE CHAIR





At an Internet Exchange, the networks of Internet Service Providers, 

telecommunications carriers, content providers, webhosters and the 

like, meet to exchange IP traffic with one another.

Exchange points offer a shared infrastructure for these networks 

to interconnect on an individual basis with all the other networks. This 

exchanging of national and/or international IP traffic is generally 

known as ´peering´. AMS-IX is one of the world’s largest Internet 

peering exchange points.

Peering is mostly done without an exchange 
of money and based on a balanced situation 
where parties see a mutual benefit.

Every member at AMS-IX is in the position to peer with any of 

the other connected parties although they are not obliged to: each 

member might have a different peering policy, and this policy may 

differ depending on the party that is negotiating with them. Peering is 

mostly done without an exchange of money and based on a balanced 

situation where parties see a mutual benefit.

This mutual benefit is generally established by the traffic and 

routes sent and received, so unless parties have an open peering policy 

regardless, they will peer with parties of about the same size.

Background: 
What is an Internet 
Exchange?

AS A NETWORK OF 

NETWORKS THE 

INTERNET BUILDS ONTO 

THE RELIABILITY OF 

THESE NETWORKS 

INTERCONNECTION, THIS 

IS WHERE INTERNET 

EXCHANGES COME INTO 

THE PICTURE. 















































http://www.dtc.umn.edu/mints/home.php
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